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Which is the first house built in Palm Coast?
By Art Dycke, City Historian

Background – In previous issues I have chron-
icled the naming of Palm Coast by ITT/ Levitt in 
the fall of 1968, the purchase of 68,000 acres and 
the Lehigh cement factory in 1969, the grand open-
ing of a 64’ tall towered sales building in 1970, 
and the continuing construction of infrastructure, 
the golf course, and the first residential buildings 
in 1971. The first residents occupied their Palm 
Coast homes in January 1972. In the Winter & 
Spring 2011 double issue of The Palm CoasT 

hisTorian I named people who bought property 
here and the diverse areas from which they came 
starting in 1970. I answered the question, “Who 
has lived in Palm Coast the longest” (Ron and Bea 
Schmucker – remember?). I provided names and 
pictures of the Sheehans, Konopaseks, and Moores 
who were the first three families to move into their 
homes in January 1972.  It is now time to deter-
mine which house was built first in order that we 
may designate the “oldest house” in Palm Coast.

Our search begins at the inter-
section of Clubhouse and Casper 
Drives, where ITT/Levitt devel-
oped the first section in Palm 
Coast. It is called Country Club 
Cove and the spot has been new-
ly landscaped and marked with a 
monument by the city.

In our digital age, knowledge of the past seems 
easily obtained at home with the manipulation of 
a mouse. But this old historian still enjoys his for-
mer research methods involving big heavy, dusty 
books in dimly lit archive stacks! Okay, the big 
heavy books weren’t really dusty and the computer 
room in the Records division of the Flagler County 
Courthouse did have really good lighting. Besides, 
the staff there was knowledgeable, courteous and 

very helpful. What follows is the expansion of my 
knowledge about Palm Coast beginnings that is the 
result of approximately six hours of combined “old 
time” and digital research.

THE FACTS – from General Index to offIcIal 
records, flaGler county, florIda – dIrect. 
On page 52 of Vol. E to L dated Feb. 8, 1961 to 
Jan. 1, 1974, I found the first notation about a land 
transaction between ITT Rayonier, Inc. and Lewis 
and Angela Wadsworth dated August 1, 1968. This 
surprised me because it indicated a Flagler County 
– ITT connection much earlier in 1968 than I had 
previously known. ITT also purchased additional 
land through a number of subsidiary land compa-
nies with different names. The record shows that 
the ITT Land Corporation received lands purchased 

Palm Coast Loses Active Pioneer
A tribute was held recently at Palm Coast Com-

munity Center for Margaret Davie who departed 
this life on October 6, 2011.  Family members’ re-
membrances allowed others to further understand 
what a remarkable person she had been.  

Displays and many of the scrapbooks Margaret 
created to chronicle events of various organiza-
tions throughout Palm Coast and Flagler County 

were available for viewing.  These are all part of 
the history of her community and are stored in the 
archives of Palm Coast Historical Society.  The 
Garden Club, which had earlier held their own 
tribute, participated with First Baptist Church of 
Palm Coast, Margaret’s family, and the Historical 
Society, in this special event.

See related story on page 6.
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First House in Palm Coast 
(continued from page 1)

In 1971, ITT/Levitt began an elaborate 15-mile 
system of canals in what is known as the “C” 

section. The barge is in the Intracoastal Water-
way with the 125’ wide Clubhouse main canal 

being started between land upon which the origi-
nal Palm Coast Yacht Club would be built on the 
left and, much later, Marina Cove on the right. A 
dock and small shack was built near where the 
cars are in the photo. After entering from Route 

A1A, prospective buyers and visitors would 
board a boat and be transported to the 
Welcome Center located approximately 

a half mile west on this main canal.

NoTe:   Lot 21 is 3 Casper; Lot 20 is 5 Casper.

by their ITT Rayonier subsidiary in September 
1969 and in turn turned them over to the ITT Lev-
itt Development Corporation later that year. Ad-
ditional land transactions took place between ITT 
Land Corporation, Slewitt,  Nathan Trustees, Index 
Corporation, and Wadsworth Lands in December 
1969 and January 1970. By May 15, 1970, ITT 
Levitt Development Corporation began recording 
“restrictive covenants and easements” on the lands 
that were going to be developed first.

Interesting milestones in the development of 
Palm Coast are listed in these records under the 
heading “notice of commencement.” Here we find 
that the beginning of construction at the “Intersec-
tion of Florida’s Intracoastal Waterway and ITT/ 
Levitt’s Palm Coast” was recorded on March 30, 
1971.

The start of building at the Country Club Cove 
(CCC) section was scheduled for June 23, 1971 
and lot numbers 12-21 in block 8, CCC were re-

corded to commence on July 30, 1971. This estab-
lishes that lot 21 in block 8 of the CCC section was 
among the first 10 lots designated for residential 
construction in the new Palm Coast development. 
Notice that lot 20 is right beside 21 on the same 
side of the street and yet the postal address for lot 
21 is 3 Casper Drive while the adjacent lot 20 on 
the same side of the street is 5 Casper Drive. Janice 
Brink, a longtime realtor in Palm Coast, reminded 
me that lot numbers were assigned consecutively 
by the builder on one side of the street whereas the 
postal municipal numbers run odd on one side and 
even on the other. The postal municipal number 
for the large unnumbered lot shaded on the map 
below should be 1 Casper Drive and the lot num-
bered 1 across the street should be 2 Casper. But 
neither 1 nor 2 Casper Drive addresses were ever 
built upon, so that makes 3 Casper Drive the first 
numbered house in Palm Coast!

I continue with the chronological entries of 
non-residential developments as they were listed 
in the records book before returning to the search 
for Palm Coast’s oldest house. An “affidavit and 
proof of publication” for the Palm Coast Golf Club 
was entered in the record on August 17, 1971. The 

(continue on page 3)
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First House in Palm Coast 
(continued from page 2)

These are among the first houses built in 
Palm Coast.  Can you name the streets?

Can you name the street pictured below?

following “notice(s) of commencement” were 
entered: September 23, 1971 for the Yacht Club 
House and on the 24th for lots 2-7, block 2, CCC 
and lots 26-1 in block 6. There was a land sale re-
corded December 29, 1971 of Pt Parcel “B,” sec-
tion 8, Community Club Cove to Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph and ICDC granted Pt S 39 
– 12 – 31 to the School Board of Flagler County 
on January 5, 1972. On January 20, 1972 a map 
of the Yacht Club was submitted and on the 21st 
there was notification that Section 8, Country Club 
Cove was commencing. This was followed by the 
recording of warrantee deeds as the first residents 
officially registered with Flagler County.

The very first warrantee deed granted by ICDC 
was to Alexander and Charlotte Korn on January 
26, 1972 for lot 21, block 8, Country Club Cove. 
This property is 3 Casper Drive. The second war-
rantee deed awarded just two days later was to Eu-
genia and Matthew Sheehan for lot 20, block 8, 
Country Club Cove which is next to the first house 
recorded and is 5 Casper Drive.

In 1972, the ITT developer’s news magazine, 
the Palm coaster, lists and provides photos 
of Matthew & Eugenia Sheehan, Vincent & Mu-
riel Moore, and Charles & Dorothy Konopasek 
as the first three families to move into their new 
homes. Indeed, Sheehan is the second resident 
recorded on January 28, Moore is the fourth resi-
dent recorded on February 15, and Konopasek 
did not record his residence until March 9. Diane 
& Nunzio Palladino at lot 6, block 7 recorded on 
May 24, 1972. As new owners of that property, 
Shawn & Rhonda Needham might be interested 
in knowing that theirs is the 19th house on the 
official record. George & Elaine Chuddy were 
23rd on the record filing on June 5, 1972. Any-
one who will take some time and effort will be 
able to search the record and find the ITT begin-
nings of their property if they so desire.

We know that 3 Casper Drive is the first prop-
erty recorded and 5 Casper is the first house to 

be occupied. But how are we to know which one 
was actually completed first? We could logically 
assume it was 5 Casper because it was in readi-
ness for a family to move in. It is just as logical 
to assume that 3 Casper was the first house started 
and thus would be the first house completed. I have 
a news–Journal aerial photo taken in 1973 upon 
which longtime resident Ann Tillard had marked 3 
Casper and insisted to me that it was the first house 
built in Palm Coast.

Determining absolute fact is very difficult when 

most of the witnesses of the time are departed and 
those remaining are experiencing increased mem-
ory loss.  Preserving and conveying the knowledge 

(continue on page 4)
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First House in Palm Coast 
(continued from page 32)

that they have accumulated for the future is what 
historians are supposed to do. They also know that 
their writings and photographs are best utilized 
when they are catalogued and stored in publicly ac-
cessible buildings – and that is why this historian 
recommends acquiring a museum now for Palm 
Coast history.

Following are facts as known today:
• 3 Casper Drive is the first recorded house built 

in the first recorded section of the Palm Coast 
development according to official Flagler Coun-
ty records.

• 3 Casper Drive has been for sale since 2009 and 
is still on the market.

• The lot adjacent to 3 Casper Drive is owned by 
the city of Palm Coast.

• 3 Casper Drive is in a residential zone and can-
not operate as a museum without a special re-
zoning ordinance.

• It is not clear whether combining 3 Casper with 
the adjoining city lot would meet requirements 
for rezoning.

• The Palm Coast Historical Society does not 
have the financial resources to purchase, reno-
vate, and maintain the 3 Casper property.  The 
city would have to do all these.

• There was an informal meeting of city, historical 
society, and CCC community leaders regarding 
3 Casper in late June 2011.

THE OPINION:
It is my personal opinion that the city of Palm 

Coast should consider the purchase of 3 Casper 
Drive for the purpose of combining it with its ex-
isting lot to eventually establish a city museum and 
a permanent home for the Palm Coast Historical 
Society.

• Country Club Cove was my first research tar-
get because it was the first residential section 
built by the ITT/Levitt developer.  I will use 
the same official Flagler County records in the 
chronological study of the other sub sections 
of Palm Coast.  My criteria for determining 
the “oldest” will be “first recorded” rather than 
“first built” unless there is overriding evidence 
to the contrary.

• Actually, I believe 3 Casper has been available 
since 2008 and there might be considerations 
such as rental and option to buy.

• The city-owned lot adjacent to 3 Casper has 
been nicely landscaped with an impressive 
monument identifying the community.  It may 
be appropriate for casual recreational use.  The 
lot opposite, also fronting Clubhouse, would 
have been 2 Casper if a house were on it.  It 
is my understanding that the property has not 
been maintained by an absentee out-of-country 
owner and may pose a nuisance for residents 
and the city.  If it is acquirable, that lot could 
well be used as a school bus stop and as a small 
parking lot for a potential museum.  Because of 
the site’s entrance location, I believe this would 
create very little additional traffic within the  
CCC community.

• 3 Casper Drive is designated “residential” on 
the city’s Future Land Use Map and by itself 
cannot operate as a museum.  Historical societ-
ies are considered civic clubs which may exist 
in a PSP (Public/Semi-public) District.  I be-
lieve that the purchase of 3 Casper by the city 
and combining it with its adjacent lot, might 
meet the criteria for rezoning in that category.

• All officers, board, historian, and staff are vol-
unteers who will never have the resources 
required to provide a publicly accessible mu-
seum.  The city did provide such space for us 

(continue on page 5)

3 Casper Drive in 2009
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when it owned its former city hall.   They pres-
ently provide adequate funding and sufficient 
office space to sustain the acquisition, storage, 
cataloging, research oportunities, and exhibit 
preparation of Palm Coast historical materi-
als – and for this we are most grateful.  But 
we know we will need total participation of the 
city in any attempt to provide a publicly acces-
sible permanent home.

• Benefits and concerns about a museum at 3 
Casper were discussed among city, historial 
society, and neighborhood residents in late 
June 2011.  Palm Coast Historical Society does 
not want to intrude on a community if it is not 
wanted there.  We will distribute this article as 
widely as possible in the CCC area.  

Please contact us with questions, comments, cor-
rections, and sharing of historical knowledge.  We 
are presently working on a presentation and exhibit 
entitled “A Historic District for Palm Coast,” which 
will be shown at the Community Center from 1:30 
to 3:30 PM on Monday, May 21.  There will be many 
photos on display, maps of our historic district, and 
past issues of The Palm CoasT hisTorian to en-
hance Palm Coast residents’ knowledge of the CCC 
community and the Historical Society as we “show 
off.”  Light refreshments will be served.  Please at-
tend and bring your friends.

According to the National Preservation Act of 
1966, “… properties that have achieved signifi-
cance within the past 50 years shall not be consid-
ered eligible for the National Register.”  As Rod-
ney Dangerfield would say, “you get no respect” 
for history until it’s been around for at least 50 
years.  But that won’t happen for Palm Coast until 
2019.  I hope I’ll still be around to help guide the 
celebration of that event.  I would be remiss in my 
duties as city historian if I did not recommend seri-
ous consideration of 3 Casper Drive as an historic 
site for our city.  I do not wish any responsibility 
for missing a timely opportunity for the acquisition 
of that property.

First House in Palm Coast 
(continued from page 4)

This 1972 model of 3 Casper Drive sold for $29,995.

I have an extensive dossier of documents, pic-
tures, and communications relating to 3 Casper 
Drive, which includes the first ITT brochure ad-
vertising properties in Country Club Cove, the first 
section to be developed.  It includes prices of the 
lots and names of the houses available with a full-
color drawing of the “Santa Rosa” model and its 
floor plan (3 Casper) (Photo at end of article.)  In-
cluded are copies of records of all owners of the 
property and a request for renovation in the 1980s 
and the changes made.  I believe we have all the 
historical resources necessary to assure a most au-
thentic restoration of our “oldest house.”

The city Planning/Zoning Division is in the fi-
nal stages of drafting a Parkway East Master Plan.  
Palm Coast Historical Society will continue its in-
put and mapping of the area as an historic district.  
The fire station, Players Club, and Community Cen-
ter have also been mentioned as museum sites, and 
other locations are targeted for historical signage.  
Please send us any historical information you may 
have about this area.  Email info@palmcoasthis-
tory.org, call 447-1575, X7216, or email me at art 
pchistory@bellsouth.net or call 446-8636.

A Historic District for 
Palm Coast

Palm Coast Community Center
1:30-3:30 PM Monday, May 21

~ light refreshments ~

• EvErybody WElcomE •
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A Brief History of Palm Harbor Golf Course 
By Art Dycke, Norma Kendrick, and Patricia eldridge

In January 1969 ITT/Levitt Corporation began 
purchasing the mostly unpopulated land which 

was to become the planned community called Palm 
Coast.  The developer drained swamps, dug canals, 
constructed roads and a utility infrastructure, and 
buIlt a Golf course!  A sales center with a 64-
foot observation tower overlooking the first nine 
holes of Palm Coast Golf Club opened in October 
1970.  The public course officially opened for play 
on September 14, 1971.

The course was the creation of noted golf archi-
tect William Amick.  It was described as being one 
of the best and most challenging in all of Florida.  
Bubba Williams was named golf pro and Jim Mc-
Gloin became manager.  Local press and dignitar-
ies played the new course in early November at a 
special event where ITT Community Development 
Corp. (ICDC) President Dr. Norman Young initi-
ated the shotgun start – with a real shotgun.

ITT continued to bring visitors to Palm Coast to 
play golf and to buy lots.  Golf groups from sur-
rounding communities were joined by the pioneer 
residents of Palm Coast who began settling into 
their homes in January 1972.  The second nine 
holes were completed in the summer of 1972, 
bringing the course to its relatively short length of 
6,555 yards.  A unique 19th Hole clubhouse was 
created when a colorful blue, white, and orange 
paddlewheel riverboat was firmly anchored to the 
ground near the first tee.

In 1973 there were fewer than 1,000 residesnts 
in Palm Coast and golf was the reason many peo-
ple settled here.   Golfers were even allowed to 
use their own golf carts, and some drove from the 
course to their homes until the law finally stopped 
them for safety considerations. 

The Palm Coast Men’s and Women’s Golf As-
sociations were formed in 1973, with their stated 
missions being “to promote fellowship, improve 
member golf games, establish lasting friendships, 
and enjoy the game of golf.”  The first week-long 
Palm Coast Golf Club Tournament was held No-
vember 1, 1973, with several annual tournaments 
to follow over the next four years.

A major event that shaped Palm Coast golf his-
tory occurred in 1978 when ITT decided to spon-
sor LPGA champion Nancy Lopez.  Nancy chose 
Palm Coast as her residence and became the official 
touring pro for Palm Coast Golf Club on the LPGA 
circuit.  In 1979 Nancy teamed with Lee Trevino 
to win the Colgate Palm Coast Mixed Team World 
Championship on her home course, bringing ten 
other LPGA players to Palm Coast Golf Club for a 
ProAm tournament.  When not on tour, she could 
often be found on the course playing with local 
groups and individuals.  Her dedication earned her 

the love of 
her commu-
nity.

In the same 
year, Ar-
nold Palmer 

19th Hole at Palm Harbor

Arnold 
Palmer and 
Nancy Lopez 
discuss his 
proposed 
golf course 
at Pine 
Lakes

(continue on page 7)
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(continue on page 8)

played the back nine holes of the course and showed 
Nancy his plans for a Pine Lakes course, signing a 
contract with golf course architect Ed Seay to de-
sign the course for a January 1981 opening.  

A Nancy Lopez Moment in Time 
by Jock MacKenzie, 

obsErvEr Golf Correspondent

When Palm Coast was a mere lick on the map 
under the guidance of ITT, it was graced by one 
of the nicest and best golfers in the history of 
the game.

Nancy Lopez was the resident here, living in 
a condo a chip shot away from one of the cher-
ished Palm Harbor holes (I believe #17).  The 
thinking of the time was that ITT purchased 
the condo for her in return for companionship 
with players – and they adored her.  She lived 
here when not competing in tournaments else-
where, usually long distances from the young 
and sprouting Palm Harbor.

And she played the game with members at 
every opportunity.  It was the joy of a lifetime 
for the many who had left cold northern climes 
for what is today a city of more than 90,000.  
They enjoyed her companionship so much.  
They loved her for the beautiful person she is 
and the unbelievable opportunity of playing 
this fascinating game with her day in and day 
out.

When I arrived in Palm Coast in 1996, I was 
taunted by friends who were aware of my sports 
broadcasting career to apply as a tee announcer 
for pro tournaments at LPGA.  To my surprise, 
they accepted my voluntary offer in 30 seconds, 
and it was one of the most enjoyable things I’ve 
done because I got to be with Nancy Lopez and 
other famous golfers for days at a time.

I had a tent with a helper.  Each golfer would 
ask me their order of play and pick up tees or 
whatever they needed that day.

The late Joe East, a legend at Palm Harbor, 

asked that I say hello to Nancy for him.  (By 
the way, the local clubhouse was plastered 
with signs wishing victory for their favorite at 
LPGA.)  After a few minutes with this lovely 
and talented golfer, I warmly extended Joe’s 
greeting while hoping for a quick response.  
She stood, mind puzzled, for what seemed like 
minutes before I realized that time had erased 
many Palm Harbor memories.  So I said, “Nan-
cy, Joe will be so happy when I tell him you 
wish him well and you enjoyed those many 
days of golf with him.”  She repeated my words 
exactly.  Then, realizing she had forgotten past 
events, she said, “It’s been a long time; thank 
you for helping me.”

Now Palm Coast is big – and so is Palm Har-
bor.  But never to be forgotten are beautiful 
people from early days.  Nancy Lopez?  She’s 
a gem, a genuine gem as a golfer and as a per-
son.

The original Palm Coast Golf Club was re-named 
Palm Harbor Golf Club when ITT opened a second 
golf course – Pine Lakes Country Club – for the 
community in 1981.  This new choice in facilities 
prompted some area players to tease each other re-
garding where the “real” (as opposed to “social”) 
golfers played. Soon, the men’s and women’s golf 
associations and Nifty Niners were formed and the 
friendly interclub competition and tournaments 
began.  This process was repeated when ITT later 
added the Matanzas Woods golf course in 1985, 
the private Hammock Dunes Links course in 1989, 
and Cypress Knolls course in 1990.  Early Palm 
Harbor golfer, Norma Kendrick, illustrates the in-
terplay among them because she was at one time 
club champion at each of the four courses.

News coverage of community golf began on Oc-
tober 3, 1973 when the second edition of The Palm 
Coast News carried its first report about play at the 
Palm Harbor course.  Helen Rutan’s first stories 
were followed by Jim Miskelly’s ‘Chip N Putt’ col-
umn.  More recently, Don Bach, Jock Mackenzie, 
and Diane Zeeman have been the media sources of 

Palm Harbor Golf Course
(continued from page 6)
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golf course happenings in Palm Coast.  They report 
innumerable event and tournament results and in-
dividual stories highlighting skills and articles of 
human interest about local golfers.

The Palm Coast Historical Society has created 
and accumulated a number of displays of news-
paper reprints, photos, trophies, and memorabilia 
highlighting important Palm Harbor events and 
memories.  They include Arnold Palmer breaking 
a golf driver on the concrete foundation of an ad-
dition to the 19th hole opened in July 1978.  Also 
included are a story board of Nancy Lopez pho-
tos, musician/golfer Larry Lane and his “Nifty 
Niners” song composition, the monument to “Mr. 
Golf” (Gordon Rosenberg) on hole number 12, the 
men’s club champion trophy rescued by former 
mayor James Canfield, and a large number of pre-
demolition pictures of the early Palm Harbor golf 
course and its players. There is also a picture and 
story about the Tournament of Champions played 
at Palm Harbor in February 1987.  It reminds us 
that our community has had a long line of profes-
sional golf competitions at our historic first golf 
course since 1974 when the tournament was origi-
nally called The Palm Coast Open.

Palm Harbor had already undergone one major 
face lift in 1992 when the course was just over 20 
years old.  ITT’s team decided the course should 
be closed to have its tees and greens reworked, re-
planted, and returned to their original 1972 size.  
The double-building clubhouse was also expanded 
whereby the locker rooms, pro shop, and the 19th 
Hole were all under one connecting roof. The club’s 
550 members played Cypress Knolls and Matanzas 
while Tifton Turf Farms of Tifton, GA exchanged 
the worn grass for a newer variety.  Palm Harbor 
reopened six months later to rave reviews.

ITT began selling its Palm Coast assets in 1994 
when the Palm Harbor Golf Course and the original 
Palm Coast Yacht Club/Sheraton were purchased 
by a Pennsylvania pension fund in 1996.  The prop-
erties were managed by Destination Hotels and 
Resorts. The hotel was renamed Palm Coast Golf 

Resort and that title was also added to the Palm 
Harbor Golf Course sign.

In August 2005, Centex Destination Properties 
purchased the Palm Coast Golf Resort.  The old 
hotel was to be demolished and replaced by two 
eight-story condominiums, a parking garage, and 
a hotel/convention center called Palm Coast Re-
sort. Centex announced that the Palm Harbor Golf 
Course would close in 2006 for a complete $10 
million renovation to include the redesign of all 18 
holes by Nicklaus Design and an elaborate club-
house with full-service golf shop, dining room, 
lounge areas, locker facilities, and a new practice 
area.  There were to be condos and townhouses 
built where the existing practice range was located.  
The course was to reopen as “The Harbor Course 
at Palm Coast Resort” in the fall of 2008.  Palm 
Harbor was shut down on July 5, 2006 to begin its 
renovation. Herbicide was immediately applied to 
kill the grass on the tees, fairways, and greens. a 
number of giant live oaks were torn out, and, later 
that year, the existing clubhouse was leveled and 
carted away.  In March 2007 Centex Destination 
Properties announced they were halting work on 
their entire Palm Coast Resort project, including 
golf course.

City council had been discussing providing 
Palm Coast with a public course for a number of 
years. Palm Coast’s mayor Jim Canfield and Fla-
gler County commission chairman Jim Darby co-
chaired a city–county committee to establish a pub-
licly owned golf course. The meetings lasted for 
two years and much available land was analyzed 
for its suitability to sustain a course. The Hunters 

Palm Harbor Golf Course
(continued from page 7)

(continue on page 9)

Historical Society researchers Art Dycke, Patricia 
Eldridge, and Norma Kendrick
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Palm Harbor Golf Course
(continued from page 8)

Ridge development in Flagler County had a re-
quirement to establish a golf course and that op-
tion was explored. A “Friends of Golf” group was 
formed to help secure public support for the effort. 
When the developer Centex was leaving the city, 
the committee sought the gift of Palm Harbor and 
city manager Jim Landon, newly arrived upon the 
job, set to work attempting to solve the problems 
created by the Centex withdrawal.  He met with 
the public and Friends of Golf while city staff con-
tinued the exercise of “due diligence” in working 
out an agreement.  Jim Landon and the city coun-
cil completed the deal on Sept.4, 2007. Five mil-
lion dollars was put in the city budget to bring the 
course up to standards.  The city accepted the golf 
course at Palm Harbor as a donation from Centex 
and also approved the lease of the land needed for a 
driving range at a cost of $10 per year.  Preliminary 
reports estimated the total cost of bringing Palm 
Harbor back to life could possibly be as high as 
$6.5 million.

By the end of November, the city council ap-
proved hiring architects Clifton, Ezell and Clifton 
Golf Design Group for approximately $500,000.  
Friends of Golf and the city provided progress re-
ports and counseled patience in August 2008 when 
St. John’s River Water Management District re-
viewed the issuance of permits allowing work to 
begin.  By October, the design plan was ready and 
the city commenced accepting bids for construc-
tion work and seeking a management company.  
All were heartened by the news that the $2.6 mil-
lion contracted for the job was $1 million under 
the allocated budget.  MacCurrach Golf Con-
struction in Jacksonville was awarded the phase 1 
contract, Benson Construction in Tifton, GA got 
phase 2 and Quality Turf of Lithia, FL received 
phase 3. Chicago-based Kemper Sports was cho-
sen by the city as its management company.  The 
course was tentatively scheduled to open some-
time around Labor Day 2009.

In May 2009, Kemper, the city, and Friends of 

Golf met and agreed to form an advisory board to 
ensure input from all parties.  In mid-August city 
council unanimously approved up to $1 million for 
equipment and opening preparations for the club.  
Seventy electric golf carts were to be leased at a 
cost of $5,500 per month.  The summer’s heavy 
rains had been a mixed blessing of helping grass to 
grow, but also creating gullies.  Even so, the course 
was acknowledged to be in great shape.

Labor Day was just a bit too early for an opti-
mum reopening, and the long awaited day was set 
for November 7, 2009.

The invitation came with a green and yellow City 
of Palm Coast logo on its front.  You could feel 
the pride as the small card announced “The Wait Is 
Over,” “Palm Harbor Golf Club, Palm Coast, Flor-
ida,” and “First … and Best in Palm Coast.”  The 
inside of the card continued, “You are cordially in-
vited to attend the Grand Opening Celebration for 
Palm Harbor Golf Club, 20 Palm Harbor Dr., Palm 
Coast, FL, 386-986-5650 Saturday, November 7, 
2009.  Continental breakfast with meet and greet at 
9:30 AM, in the tent opening ceremony at 10 AM, 
lunch at 11:30 AM, golf – a shotgun start at 12:30 
PM and after golf refreshments at 5 PM at the Club-
house.”

The freshly printed picture brochure tells us, “The 
new Palm Harbor golf course is the first and best 
in Palm Coast, Florida.  Once you arrive on the 
property, you will feel that this is a golf course with 
a rich history.  Mature corridors of live oaks with 
Spanish moss welcome you like an old friend.

(continue on page 10)

The distinctive new sign announces to golfers that 
“you have arrived.”
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“Palm Harbor Golf Club has undergone a com-
plete 18-hole renovation by Clifton–Ezell–Clifton 
Golf Course Design Company which included 
adding 20 bunkers and several water features.  
Palm Harbor Golf Club is a 6,609 yard, par 72 golf 
course.  Each hole with its unique character and 
challenges will offer a different and fun experience 
every time you play.

“Whether you are joining friends for lunch, grab-
bing a quick snack at the turn or unwinding after 
your round, Canfield’s at Palm Harbor is where 
you can enjoy great fare and service to match.  
Homemade soups and salads, signature sandwich-
es and burgers, and a glass of your favorite bever-

Local dignitaries, golfers, and friends attended 
the grand opening celebration of Palm Harbor 

Golf Club. 

Jim Canfield welcomes the 
crowd.

The late Jim Miskelley 
and Norma Kendrick 

“ham it up” for the 
camera.

Palm Harbor Golf Course
(continued from page 9)

age can all be enjoyed in the relaxed atmosphere 
inside or from our beautiful deck overlooking the 
golf course.  Our friendly and professional staff 
has made a commitment to personal and courte-
ous service for all of our guests.  Once you have 
experienced Palm Harbor Golf Club for yourself, 
we know that you’ll want to come back again and 
again.”

In the week pre-
vious to the grand 
opening, present 
Palm Coast Mayor 
Jon Netts invited 
former Mayor 
James Canfield to 
be the very first 
golfer to purchase 
a membership 
in the renovated 
Palm Harbor Golf 
Club. Palm Har-
bor golfers voted to name the course restaurant 
“Canfield’s” in recognition of his efforts in ob-
taining a golf course for the city.  The Palm Coast 
Historical Society’s own Norma Kendrick was an 
integral part of the opening day celebrtion.  She 
captured her many years of membership at Palm 
Harbor in five photo display boards in which she, 

her husband, and friends were often winners and 
always active participants in the rich golf life at the 
club.  There was a “21 golf ball salute” on the prac-
tice range by the many dignitaries who attended the 
reopening and then played a round of golf.  Tom 
Cioffi, the new Palm Harbor general manager rep-
resenting the Kemper Sports Management Com-
pany, said the aim of the club will be to provide 
accessible, affordable golf for as many people as 
possible.  Jeff Ryan is the new professional.

Please send questions, comments, and correc-
tions to artpchistory@bellsouth.net.

City officials Holsey Moorman, Mary DeStefano, 
Jim Canfield, Jon Netts, Bill Lewis, Jim Landon, 

and Frank Meeker prepare to cut the ribbon.
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With this edition of the Palm coast hIsto-
rIan we begin a new feature entitled, “Art’s Palm 
Coast History Trivia.” City community relations 
staff suggested the idea.  Questions and answers 
will be written by city historian Art Dycke. Some 
will appear on the city’s Facebook posting.
1 – (a) Name the telecommunications conglomer-

ate that conceived and purchased the land for 
the Palm Coast development and (b) name its 
subsidiary, the legendary postwar builder of 
huge housing communities, that constructed its 
first infrastructure and housing?

2 – In which year should Palm Coast celebrate its 
50th anniversary?

3 – The first building constructed in Palm Coast had 
a 64’ high observation tower affording visitors 
an unobstructed view of the surrounding model 
homes, golf course, canals, and the Intracoastal 
Waterway.  It was called?

4 – ITT completed the first nine holes of its golf 
course in 1971 and called it the Palm Coast Golf 
Club. What is the present name of this course?

5 – When did the first residents move into their 
Palm Coast homes?

6 – (a) Name the first section or “neighborhood” 
built by ITT/Levitt in Palm Coast? and (b) 
name the street which intersects with Club-
house Drive where the very first houses built 
in that section are located? (Hint – The city 
constructed an identifying monument there in 
2011.)

The following references are suggested to en-
hance your knowledge of Palm Coast history: The 
Palm Coast Historical Society has updated their 
file of articles printed in The Palm Coast Historian 
and have added pertinent articles from the city’s 
former the Palm coaster’s “Yesteryear” series 
to their file. Art has contributed a copy of ImaGes 
of amerIca: Palm coast by Arthur E. Dycke 
Arcadia Publishers.  All these materials will be 
available in the reference section of Flagler Coun-
ty Public Library. The Historical Society is adding 
material to its new website as quickly as possible. 
Check us out at palmcoasthistory.org. Some cop-
ies of Art’s book are showing up at yard sales and 
have recently been spotted for sale at Cracker Bar-
rel, Walgreens on East Palm Coast Pkwy. or you 
may contact the Historical Society.

We extend a grateful “thank you” to Historical 
Society volunteer, Betty Buchanan, for undertak-
ing the tedious work of preparing past articles from 
the Palm coast hIstorIan for referenced in-
dependent reading.

Most trivia show hosts insist that their answers 
are infallible and final. This author will accept 
changes and admit mistakes if there is irrefutable 
proof of erroneous fact and enjoy it as an educa-
tional experience. I will save all the trivia questions 
and perhaps we may have a massive trivia spectac-
ular at Palm Coast’s 50th anniversary celebration. 
Good luck. Art.

ART’S PALM COAST HISTORY TRIVIA

1 – (a) International Telephone and Telegraph Cor-
poration (ITT) and (b) Levitt and Sons.

2 – That depends upon whether we choose January 
2, 1969 which is the date of the first newspaper 
announcement of ITT’s purchase of land and an 
abandoned cement factory in Flagler County 
or if we choose October 29, 1970 which is the 
date of the official Grand Opening of the Palm 

ANSWERS TO TRIVIA QUESTIONS

Coast development.
3 – The Welcome Center.
4 – Palm Harbor Golf Club.
5 – On January 21, 1972, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew 

Sheehan were the first couple to move into 
their ITT/Levitt built home

6 – (a) Country Club Cove and (b) Casper Drive.
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Margaret displays the 
“uniform” of the coalition 

activists.

Margaret’s creativity 
extended to floral 

arrangements.

Palm Coast People:  Margaret Davie 
by Jim Canfield

One of the first acts by the 
new Palm Coast City 

Council was the appointment 
of Margaret Davie as co-city 
historian. That was on Octo-
ber 10, 2000.
Born in 1915 in Grand Blanc, 

MI, Margaret Susane (sic) 
Waeiss (sic) attended local schools 

and graduated from Grand Blanc High School in 
1933. Her working career in Michigan began with 
the Fisher Body Flint Division of General Motors 
Corporation.  She started as a typist and within 10 
years became personal secretary of the vice presi-
dent of GMC.  While working at GM, she met Wil-
bur Davie, a project engineer in the corporation’s 
Buick Division. They were married in Flint, MI 
and celebrated their 60th anniversary in 2001.

The couple moved to 
Bridgeport, CT when 
Wilbur took a job with 
General Electric Com-
pany. Margaret con-
tinued her education 
at the University of 
Bridgeport and worked 
as a secretary at Sikor-
sky Aircraft Company.  
She obtained her real 
estate brokers license 
and started working 
for ITT.  Her job was to bring potential buyers here 
to view the new development.  She had been sell-
ing home sites in Palm Coast since before the first 
houses were constructed and had intimate knowl-
edge of the community’s history.

After Wilbur retired, they moved here in 1975, 
buying one of the first houses built by ITT-Levitt. 
Margaret became very active in Girl Scouts, the 
square dance club, and the Flagler County Republi-
can committee.  She became president of the Palm 
Coast Garden club, Palm Coast Audubon Society 

chapter, and the Michigan Club.  In all, she was a 
charter member in more than 18 civic, social, and 
educational clubs in the new community.

Margaret was truly a Palm Coast pioneer.  She 
recalled that, when they first arrived, residents had 
to drive 35 miles to Daytona for groceries.

Wilbur was active in local politics and was ap-
pointed to the East Florida Mosquito Control Board 
by then-Florida Governor Bob Martinez before his 
subsequent election to that post.   After Wilbur died, 
Margaret was appointed to complete his unexpired 
term, then was elected for four more years.

The Davies had three 
children, Marsha Sue, 
John Leslie, and Janet 
Liane.  It was my privi-
lege to know Margaret 
as an active member of 
the Home Rule Coali-
tion who helped in the 
effort for Palm Coast to 
become a city. 

As a “stringer” for 
The Tribune, the lo-
cal newspaper, she had 
accumulated more than 
100 photo albums of lo-
cal citizens and organiza-
tions. When ITT closed its office at One Corporate 
Drive in the summer of 2000, leaving two file cabi-
nets and boxes of corporate pictures, magazines, 
and papers to the new city, Margaret saw to it that 
they were safely stored until they and incorpora-
tion materials could be housed in Palm Coast’s first 
official city hall.  

 Recording events surrounding the formation of 
this planned community was of prime importance, 
so Margaret, Art Dycke, and others began inter-
viewing residents and sifting through accumulat-
ed materials in the spring of 2000.  City council 
named Margaret and Art city co-historians in early 
October.    (continue on page 13)
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As more interested citizens became involved, it 
became obvious that an historical society was on 
Palm Coast’s horizon.  The group had a sizeable 

Margaret Davie (continued from page 12)

Another of Margaret’s achievements was piloting her own 
single-engine aircraft.  Here, she and Wilbur prepare to 

take off.

Gladys Caseley Moore

Joining Palm Coast Historical Society’s volun-
teer staff in Autumn 2011, Gladys Moore’s first 

project was assembling the files on the communi-
ty’s first mayor, James Canfield.  She’s presently 
updating the society’s mailing list.

Born in Havana, 
Gladys and her family 
emigrated to the Unit-
ed States, settling in 
Bronxville, NY,  where 
she attended elemen-
tary school.  She gradu-
ated from Halsted (high) 
School on the Hudson 
before attending Piuggi 
School of Art.

Prior to marrying Air 
Force officer Ernest G. 

Moore, Gladys worked for a New York City bank.  
The Moores had three daughters, Babette, Susan, 

and Jennifer.  As a military family, they transferred 
to many sites throughout the U.S. and Europe, her 
favorite being Spain, where they spent four years.  
The young wife of a lieutenant colonel on the gen-
eral’s staff, Gladys was often asked to escort visit-
ing dignitaries to cultural sites in Madrid.

The family moved to Fairfax, VA when Ernie 
was assigned to the Pentagon after a tour in Viet-
nam.  He retired from the Air Force and they joined 
Fairfax Country Club where Gladys golfed profi-
ciently enough to win trophies.  She also enjoyed 
swimming, skiing, and arts & crafts.

Gladys and Ernie had six grandchildren and four 
greats.

The Moores moved to Palm Coast in 1987 and 
became active at Pine Lakes Country Club.  Er-
nie died in 1997, but Gladys retains her residence 
here.

Welcome and thank you, Gladys, for your out-
standing service to PCHS’s volunteer staff.

Welcome, Gladys Moore, PCHS’s Newest Volunteer

display about incorporation at the new city hall, 
converted from the former Flagler County Pub-

lic Library in Palm Harbor shopping center 
and opened to the public on October 26, 2000.  
Margaret became the first president, agreeing 
to serve for just one year. 

In May 2006, Palm Coast City Council pre-
sented Margaret a certificate of appreciation for 
her service to the community. At that meeting 
the City Council took Margaret’s advice and 
made the gardenia its official flower..

Margaret died on October 6, 2011. She will 
be missed but not forgotten.
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Capt. William “Bill” Donnelly (USN Retired) 
was a pioneer leader in the civics and government 
of the early Palm Coast ITT development commu-
nity, an active participant in the incorporation of 
our city, and a frequent contributor and supporter 
of the Palm Coast Historical Society.  

Bill Donnelly came to Palm Coast soon after his 
retirement from the Navy in 1973. The first resi-
dents had just moved into the fledgling ITT de-
velopment in 1972. Upon his arrival, Bill had an 
immediate impact upon his newly adopted com-
munity.  He lived on Cloverdale Ct. S. in the first 
house built on the canals.

Following is a section of my book about Alan 
Smolen that describes Bill Donnelly and the ca-
nals:

Capt. William (Bill) Donnelly became very 
concerned because there was inadequate water 
in the canals and the seawalls were failing in the 
“C” section in the years before 1976. He told 
me, “I had a picture taken of myself in a beach 
chair under an umbrella in the sand in the canal 
in front of my house. The label put on the pic-
ture was, ‘Typical section 3–C waterfront prop-

Capt. Bill Donnelly and Palm Coast History, 1973-2011
by Art Dycke

erty owner lounging on his private sand bar in a 
Palm Coast alleged navigable waterway.’  I con-
tacted and sent copies of my picture to the ITT 
Community Development Corporation (ICDC) 
which was then headquartered in Miami and, 
after an exchange of numerous communica-
tions without a desired effect, I contacted my 
Florida state legislator.  Representative Craig 
was the chairman of the committee on commu-
nity relations and he sent a letter to ICDC indi-
cating the legislature’s concern with the situa-
tion, suggesting 
that ICDC take 
necessary re-
medial action. 
Following these 
e x c h a n g e s , 
ICDC sent me a 
letter indicating 
that they would re-dredge the canals to an eight 
foot depth and repair the failing seawalls on a 
“one-time basis only.”  And they did.
Bill joined the newly-formed home owners Civic 

Association and actively participated in a discus-
sion with Flagler County and ICDC regarding who 
was to be responsible for the payment for lighting 
in the core district of the new development. This 
was followed by the county agreeing to form a ser-
vice district for Palm Coast.

Bill later became the first chairman of the Palm 
Coast Advisory Committee and remembers dis-
agreeing with ICDC President Smolen only once 
and that was regarding the issue of putting all 
streetlights and utility cables underground. The 
idea was deemed “too expensive,” Bill stated. “I 
supported all ICDC’s efforts thereafter.”  The two 
men worked harmoniously for many years, remain-
ing good friends for the rest of their lives.

In a tribute “Honoring One of Our Veterans” 
in the VFW newsletter, long-time resident Ron 
Schmucker shared the following (paraphrased),Bill Donnelly at a “beach” by his home where his 

boat dock was supposed to be

Bill & Jean Donnelly

(continue on page 15)
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Membership Form – 2012 (please print)
First Name/s Last Name

Street Address 

Mailing Address Phone

City State ZIP

E-Mail Address
(you will be notified of meetings/Historical Society information via e-mail)

Single membership – $15 ❑   Family – $20 ❑   Recorder – $30 ❑   Historian – $40 ❑   Lifetime – $200 ❑ 
Renewal ❑   New Member ❑ 

Payable to The City of Palm Coast Historical Society Mail to Palm Coast Historical Society
  P.O. Box 352613
  Palm Coast FL 32135

Contributions to The City of Palm Coast Historical Society are deductible for Federal Income Tax purposes.

All members receive 

Born in Dayton, OH, in 1921, Bill attended Mi-
ami University at Oxford (OH) for one year prior 
to entering the US Naval Academy in 1940.  He 
was commissioned an ensign in 1943, then partici-
pated in the invasion of southern France and Italy 
in World War II.  He returned to the States and 
graduated as a naval aviator in 1945.

In his long Navy career, Bill was a test plot and 
fighter pilot, the first in his Academy class to com-
mand a fighter squadron (VF141) and an aircraft 
carrier.  He was Chief of Staff, Carrier Division 
Four and Senior Aide to the Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations and graduated  from both Naval Com-
mand and Naval Warfare courses at the Naval War 
College.  He retired July 1, 1973 as a Navy cap-
tain.

In addition to chairing the Palm Coast Advisory 

Committee, he chaired the East Flagler Service 
District Advisory Group for six years as well as 
Citizens for Better Government.

Jean Donnelly predeceased her husband of 57 
years.  They had a son, two grandsons, and twin 
great granddaughters.  Bill died on November 16, 
2011.

Capt. Donnelly (continued from pg. 14)

Bill at Historical Society exhibit at open house 
for new city hall on oct. 26, 2000

The City of Historical Society
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Visit our website at www.palmcoasthistory.org or email us at info@palmcoasthistory.org.
Check us out on Facebook.

Contact Art Dycke at artdycke@palmcoasthistory.org or artpchistory@bellsouth.net

City Historian
Art Dycke

Society Officers – 2012
Jim Canfield, President

Bob Evans, Vice President 
Carol Lemieux, Treasurer

Kay Stafford, Recording Secretary
Eileen Carter, Corresponding Secretary 

Society Directors
Art Dycke, Patricia Eldridge, Norma Kendrick, 

Ed Moore, Jack Pitman, Bill Venne,
Debby Geyer (Honorary)

Norma Kendrick, Executive Secretary

Society Mission
The collection, preservation, and dissemination 

of material related to the 
City of Palm Coast and its people

Robert Alleyne
Edward Beier 
Janice Brink

Robert Caruso
Daniel Cornoldi
Mary DeStefano
Eric Fagerlund

First Baptist Church
John Gazzoli
Mark Ghazi

William Grady
John Hadden

Barbara & Ray Holyfield

Palm Coast Historical Society 
Welcomes Its Newest Members

Gregory Johnston
Pat Shelley-Joly
William Lyon

Anthony Maltese
Loretta McCray

Janet Oliveri
Ruth Ottersen
Ronald Pokigo

Teri Pruden
Robert & Carol Ross

Michael Ryan
Kathleen Shea

Lifetime Members

James Canfield

Robert Evans

Debby Geyer

Charlotte Siegmund

in memory of

CAPT. William E. Donnelly, 
Jr. (USN Retired)


